146                           LIFE AT HOFHOOF                [CHAP, XIII

And he Tvho ends not m blood must bear wrong and decrepitude,

Till he too is cut off by death from life and being.

Life is no blessing to a man, nor worth possessing,

When old age classes him among things no longer of use or value.

But the wars, the successes, the reverses of the mighty sect
named after El-Karrnoot, belong to general history, and may be
sufficiently studied in the annals of the East. It was a strong
effort of the human mind to break the bonds of formalism and
theocratic fatalism, and to reassert its own native liberty and
unfettered action ; like most such efforts, too, it overshot its
mark. But when after a struggle of more than a century the
fortunes of Islam had prevailed, when the Black Stone had been
washed in rose-water and restored to the Ca'abah, when the
great Unitheist Creed had triumphed over its fierce Rationalistic
antagonist, much had "been undone during the strife that could
not be subsequently replaced, and there were ruins which no
legislation or authority could repair. Above all, the original
focus and centre of the outbreak remained, as always happens
in such cases, irretrievably lost to the second restoration. The
mountains of the Valais, the forests of Bohemia, northern
Saxony, and the neighbourhood of Paris, might be cited as
examples of a more recent date and nearer home. In. Arabia
the provinces of Hasa and Kateef acknowledged the same
common law of events. This district remained permanently
estranged from Islam, a heap of moral and religious ruins, of
Carmathian and esoteric doctrines, where naturalism, to use a
modern phrase for a very old thing., and materialism were mixed
up and confused with JShiya'ee transmigrations and incarnations,
with the now reviving relics of old Sabeeism, and with the
fetichism common among the lower and uneducated classes all
over the globe, though it may vary in form and name. Chris-
tianity had never gained much footing on the mainland of Hasa,
though it once predominated in the adjoining islands of Bah-
reyn ; and but slight traces of it are discernible in what we know
of the subsequent history of this coast, or among the actual
population.                                                                  .

Meanwhile industry, commerce, agriculture, and art, all of
them tcivoured by the geographical position and the local re-
sources of Hasa, flourished in their turn, and occupied the